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1. Name of Property
historic name  Royster, John Henry, Farm
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number State Road 1443
city, town Byllock

X_Inot for publication

%] vicinity

stateNorth Carolina code NC county Granville code Q77 zip code 27507
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
K] private D building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ ] public-local district 9 1 buildings
[ public-State [ Isite 1 sites
D public-Federal [:] structure 3 structures
: D object objects
13 1 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
i i T R urces of listed in the National Register __O
Coannxrg 1ty Naosrth (“nrclina

4. Ste ¥e7Fed’er5i “Agenty Certification
As the deS|gnated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nommatlon request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Register of Historic Places and meseis the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In myﬁ: ;Me pro ﬁ s not meet the National Register criteria. [_Isee continuation sheet. (?

sl La . /A/ y’f
Sugnature of cert!fylng ofﬂcsal Date

State Historic Preservatl Officer
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ Imeets [_ldoes not meet the National Register criteria. [_Isee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
r___]entered in the National Register.
D See continuation sheet.
[ ldetermined eligible for the National
Register. [ ]see continuation sheet.
[ ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

Dremoved from the National Register.
[ lother, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domegstic- single dwelling Vacant /not in use

Agriculture/Subsistence ’

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation _brick

Other: vernacular walls weatherboard
Greek Revival
Gothic Revival roof metal
other wood
brick

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[3;] See continuation sheet
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Ferched on a short rise overlooking red clay tobaceo fields,
ite ouwbtbuildings and  farm pond Farmmed owt to its  rear, the
traditiconally formed yet stylishly detailed house of the Jaohn
Hewrry Royster Farm has chanpged little since its comstruction  in
the mid-nineteenth century. Two storvies tall and ocnme-room deep,
the weatherboarded, heavy timber frame dwelling has exterior end
chimmeys of brick, & cne-story ell, & center hallway and a three—
bay fromt facade shaded by a orne-stooy porch. Its featwes so
COITET it could have served as the model for  ivoumerable
Granville County farmhouses raised in the rirneteenth and early

twertieth centuries. Irside, the dwelling’s intact woodwork is
original, retaining  almost all of its carefully executed wood-
graiming. The only rotable interior alteration is the recent
sheathing of its plaster walls with modern wozd—-panel ivig.
Irdeed, but foor the removal of its shutters and the upper deck of
its  fromt porch —~ the rounded columms of which suggest a turnm of

the centuwry construction date — and the replacement of its  woiod
shivgled roof by seamed metal, the house looks identical to its
image in a 1913 photograph. :

Mary of the decorative featwes of the house are Greek
Revival in style, including molded baseboards, two-panel doors at
the upstairs rooms avd ell, and the five post anmd lintel mantels.
These features, commovly  Fouwnd dw swewviving mid-wnineteenth
century  Granville County dwellings, are joined by more exotic,
Gothic  Revival style decorative devices related to the work of
noted regiomal architect Jacob Holt. Narrow rounded arches  set
in the posts of some of the mantels, and inset pointed-arch
motifes found at the window aprons of the west downstairs  parloe,
are aimilar to  the work of Holt and the desigrns of  William
Rarnlett, whose, The Architect of 1849 had & marked impact in  the

1850 on Holt. Fluted corrner pilasters are also veminiscent of
Holt?’s work, as are the pointed and round-arched, inset panels of
the downstairs fromt block doors, The house's most  prominent

decorative featwre, and that most closely related to Holt?s work,
is  the front entry, which is adorned with pointed agd  round-

arched lights and inset parnels, and tiny pendants. Doorg,
baseboards and stairs throughoot the intericoe are handsomely
wood-grained. The coraftsmanship ivn the hallway is among  the

firest in  the county, featuring a host of different rairnin
Y E

patterns set in  trompe 1?'oeil parnels on the stair risers and

bhaseboards.
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The farm’s 12 late mnirneteenth and early twentieth century
cutbuildings  ivnclude an wnusually full selectiow of those most
ofFten Ffouwnd oo old tobaceo belt, bright leaf era farms. ALl but
a charred tobaccoo barn comtribute to its integrity. The domestic
cutbuildings close to the house ["AY on sketch mapl are all built

of  frame. T dits moothwest stand an early  ftwentieth century
garage CERT, O crib D1 and shed [E] and & late
riineteanth/early twentieth century dairy L[CI1. Few dairies

survive  in the county that retain their insulation, i this
instarce sawdust packed betweern the interior and exterior walls.
To  the bhouse’s northeast are a late nineteenth/early  twertieth
century  smokehouse [HI and arn early twentieth century chicken
house [F] and broocder house [G1. Further to the northeast, rear
the edge of the farm pond, are the outbuildings central to  the
farm’s existence, those devoted to curing tobaceco.  Built in the
late nineteenth o early twentieth century, they are a sqguare—
miotohed log striphouwse LI, two—sguare-rnotched log tobaceo barns
LI and M1 —~ one of which [M1 went up like a flare with a full
load of cwred tobaceos during the 1987 harvest — a wmetal-sheathed
log tobacoo barn [T and a two-story tall, frame packhouse [KI.

1Cathewiﬂe W. Rishir, "Jacob W Holts  An Americarn Buildery, " in
Commov Places, Readivigs in Amerdican  Vermacular Architecture
(Athers, Georgia, 1986), pp. 447-481. See in particular pages
458 thyough 461, which include plates  from Ranlett’s The
fArchitect. Rarilett’s mantel design at the bottom left of page
459 featwes inset rounded arches, as well as & Gothic motif at
the lintel similar to that of the west parlor?’s window aprons.
This latter motif is also found at the backs of the pews of Salem
Methodist Chuwrech  in Granville Couwnty, ancother  local building
designed or influenced by Holt.

L':‘I:'fi.cahir*., "Jacob W, Heolt s Ar American RBuilder. " See in
particular photograph at page 460 of entry of Vime Hill - built
in 1836 iv Frarmklin County, Novth Carolina, by Hzolt - which has a
transom, sidelights and doors almost identical in articulation to
those of Rayster's house.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ Inationally [ statewide []tocally
Applicable National Register Criteria [ﬂA [ I8 @C [ 1p

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ ]B [Jc [Ip [Je [JF [Ja )

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture Mid-nineteenth century Late 1850s/
Agriculture - 1937 I860s

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
NLA
Significant Person Architect/Builder .
%/A Holt;Jacob, School of or designed
by

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

@See continuation sheet
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The John Herry Royster Farm is sigrnificant historically as
arn intact representative of the rural life in Granville County of

mosdest mid-rmineteenth centuwry planters and subsequent late
nineteenth and early twentieth century bright leaf tobacoo
L OWET S, (See Historic Contexts 1 - The Flanmtation Era in
Granville Cownaty, 17461865 ~ and & — Bright Leaf Tobaceco and
Rural Grarnville County, LBEC-1937) Its well-maintaired and

Little altered farmhouse is architectwally significant foorr its
aarly, traditiconal, center—hall plan I~-house form and its Fine
mid—-centuwry finish, which includes artful and intact wood-
Oy ailnivig, Greek Revival adormment and rare Gothic Revival style
elemernts reminiscent of the work of rnoted regional builder Jacob
Mol t. (See associated Property Type 8 20— Greek Revival and
Romantic Style Dwellings) The farm®s evocation of bright leaf
era rural life is bolstered by its 18 cutbuildivgs, all of which
comtribute to its integrity, but foco & tobaceo barmn which was
seorched beyond repair in a fire dwivg the 1987 harvest. These
cotbbuildings include a range of tobacoo buildings down a  lane
vear  the farm  pond and other move domestic  buildings o the
houwse’ s rear, amomg which is a rare swviving late mineteenth or
@arly twentieth centuwry dairy that still retains some of its
imsulating infill of sawdust. (See associated FProperty Type 6 -~
Gutbuildirngs) Although operated as a traditicomal bright leaf
tmbacen Ffarm  within  the past 90 years - and still farmed by
modern means ~ the significence of the ferrm is not extended past
1937 because it has rot achieved exceptional importance within
that period of time.

Pecmrding to descendants, the house was built for Johrn Herney
Royster (1828-1898) and his wife, Esthepr (8tovall) Raoyster (1840-
1879), iv the mid-rineteenth cerntury. Mo deed swrvives which
recotds their  acquisiticn of the property, however. At the
taking  of the 18350 federal census, Royster was living with his
Father, Barmisteyr (o~ Banister) Royvster, ivi the Abvram’s Flains
District, the former rname of the distyict ivm which the house

stands. By the taking of the 1860 census he had moved from his
father's house - though he still lived within +the district -
married and acguired two slaves, a male aged 28 and a female aged
13, Mes  his  father was a very successful planter who cwned 46

slaves in 1860, aricd his cwn estate was valued at 47,385, e may
well have had the meanms to build the house shortly before the
Civil War. Whether o not he built his house before the 1865
closing date of the plantation era, cot during the dawning years
af the bright leaf era, his dwelling’s heavy timber frame
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construetion and Greek Revival finish oconnect it with the
architecture of the 18405 and 1850s in the county.

Royster's family wealth -~ if wealth gives one a greater
cpportunity to be exposed to rnew dideas - may have led him  to
adoyy his traditiomal center—-hall plan I-house with the stylish
if subdued Gothic Revival elemernts favored by Jacob Holt and his
imitatomr s, Elemernts common to the Holt school include the fluted
exterior corner pilasterss poivted-arch adorned window aprons in
the west downstairs parlory;  inset rouwnded and pointed-arch doore
parmels; and, most notably and noticeable, the form and Finish of
the front entry. The entry's inset arched parels, tiny pendants
and rounded side and transom lights are typical Holt  featuwres.
Ar almost didentically articulated entry, for example, is that of
Virne Hill, built by Holt in 1836 inm Framkliv  County, Nyt h
Carclina.” Whether Holt built the house, arntd whether o not it
was raised prior to or shortly after the Civil War, is mat Kaown,
for o vecord of its construction date swvives and his influernce
was _pervasive in the region for decades on either side of  the
War.,

Royster left the house to his  daughter, Lucy  (Royster)
Frazier, wha ivm twen sold it, im 1905, too her brother, Thomas
Alexandey (1B70-1925) and his wife, the former Frances Haobgood
(18831359 [Deed Rook 59, Fage 2331. The Roysters and three
vourng daughters — Nancy, Ruth and Marie — are pictuwed in  front
of the house in a photograph taken circa 1913 Although Frances
moved  from the houwse a few years after Thomas'! death, the house
remained in the family wtil 1281,

1Iﬂterview with Mrs, Marie Royster Cutts, mranddaughter of John
Herry Royster, September 16, 1987.

r

T

Catherine W. Bishir, "Jacob W.e Holt: An American Builder, " in
Commoy, Places, Readings v American . Verrnacular  Architecture
(Athers, Georgia, 1986) , ppP. 447-481. See irn particular papes
438 thraough 461, which include plates from William Ranlett’s The
fArchitect of 1849 that influerced Holt?’s wonrk, and a phaotograph

of the entrance to Vive Hill.
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“On a visit to the house in early 1986, Catherine W. Rishir
obhserved that she thought it was of the HMolt school, rather than
desigrned by the master himself. She alexs felt that 1t was more
Likely huilt after the Civil War than before it.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Bishir, Catherine W. "Jacob W. Holt: An American Builder." Common Places:
Readings in American Vernacular Architecture. Athens: University of Georgia
Press, 1986, pp. 447-481.

Granville County Deeds. Granville County Courthouse, Oxford, N.C.

Interviews with Mrs. Marie Royster Cutts, granddaughter of John Henry
Royster, March 24, 1986, and September 16, 1987.

Interview, and visit to property, with Catherine W. Bishir, February, 1986.

United States Manuscript Censuses. Microfilm located at Richard H.
Thornton Public Library, Oxford, N.C.

[

DSee continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[:]preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested ' %State historic preservation office
[:I previously listed in the National Register Other State agency
] previously determined eligible by the National Register D Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark [:]Local government
[:]recorded by Historic American Buildings ‘ DUniversity
Survey # [jOther
l—___lrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property _approximately 11 acres

UTM References
N I I O T O A B AR =3 T I I A U O A B B

Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

(o2 IR I I I IR B A B B >3 ST I TS TR I I O

I:X]See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

E]See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[ﬂ See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
nameftitle _Marwvin A. Brown/Architectural Historian & Patricia Esperon/Histrorian

organization Granwville County-Oxford Historic Survedate 10/21/87
street & number _P_Q_ Box 1556(State Historic Pres. @Iﬁgihpke 919-693-1491
city or town __Oxford state_N.C. zip code 27565
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UTh REFEREMCES

Zone Easting Mot hing

&) 17 719240 4043180
= 17 719330 4045140
C 17 7192310 4043080
D 17 719370 L4O4EZITO
E 17 719360 L4O4ETFEO0
3 17 719250 4O4ET4L0
G 17 7139250 4042860
H 17 TEOO 40 4043000

VEREAL ROUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Begivming at point A: 17 719240 4043180 o the UBGES polygomrm
where the tree line tuwrns southeast, comtinuwing im a straight

lire southeast, along the edge of the woods at the northeast  of
the farm pond, approximately 800 feet to point R 17 7139390
4043140 o the polygor, where the tree lirne tuwrns scouthwest.

Comtinuing  ivn a straight lire southwest approximately 500 feet,
alonpg the edge of the woods to the southeast of the farm pond, to
point O 17 719310 4043080 oo the polygor, where the tree line
trrns east. Continuwing in a straight lirne east approximately 200
feet, along the edge of the woods, to point De 17 719370 4042970
o the polyigoon, where the tree lirne tuwrns south. Comtivmuing im a
straight lirne south approximately 300 feet, along the edge of the
wond s, to point Ex 17 719360 4042330 on the polygaor, where the
tree lire tuwnms  west. Comtinuing in & straight line west
approximately 429 feet, along the edge of the woods, to point F:
17 718250 4042940 orn the polygorn, where the tree lirme tuwrns
southwest. Comtiviuing in a straight lire southwest approximately
375 feet, alocrng the edge of the woods, to paint B 17 719280
4042860 o the polygor, where the tree line meets the northeast
side of State Road 1443, Comtinuing northwest appraoximately 700
feet, along the rortheast side of State Road 1443, to point H: 17
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7200 40 4043000 on the polygor, where the rnortheast side of State

Road 1443 meets the tree lirne. Comtimuivg ivm a straight lirme
riortheast, along a field lirne distivguished by a&a row of  trees,
approximately 1000 feet, to the rortherwm edge of  the farm

clearing, at the point of aoriging

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

Appraximately 11 acres that include the dwelling,
outbuildings, farm pond, arnd field that have beer historically
associated with the property, maintain historic interity, and
covivey the property’s historic settivng are beirng romiviated for
the Natiornal Register of Historic Flaces. The remaining property
has beernn excluded because it is mnot krown with certainty to  be
historically associated with the property or because it is  vow
woodland and is mo lomger used for farm produoact 1o,

The wortherrn bowndary from UTHM points A To B oincludes the
pond to dits  south and excludes woodland  tao its  rorth The
eastern bowndary from UTHM points B to G C to D, D oto E, E ta F
and F to G ivnecludes the dwelling and outbuildings to ites west and

excludes woodland to its east. The southerr boundary from UTH
points G to H imecludes the dwelling to its rmorth and excludes
property  not owned by the ocwner to  dits  south. The western

bowndary from UTHM points H to A drcludes the dwelling to its east
and excludes praoperty not Known with certainty to be historically
asecciated with the house.
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